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Corban Addison, A WALK ACROSS THE SUN, (384 pgs) 1/3 
When a tsunami rages through their coastal town in India, 17-year-old 
Ahalya Ghai and her 15-year-old sister Sita are left orphaned and 
homeless. With almost everyone they know suddenly erased from the face 
of the earth, the girls set out for the convent where they attend school. 
They are abducted almost immediately and sold to a Mumbai brothel 
owner, beginning a hellish descent into the bowels of the sex trade. 
Halfway across the world, Washington, D.C., attorney Thomas Clarke 
faces his own personal and professional crisis-and makes the fateful 
decision to pursue a pro bono sabbatical working in India for an NGO that 
prosecutes the subcontinent's human traffickers. There, his conscience 
awakens as he sees firsthand the horrors of the trade in human flesh, and 
the corrupt judicial system that fosters it. Learning of the fate of Ahalya 
and Sita, Clarke makes it his personal mission to rescue them, setting the 
stage for a riveting showdown with an international network of ruthless 
criminals. FIRST NOVEL 
 

Nevada Barr, THE ROPE: An Anna Pigeon Novel, (368 pgs) 1/17 
Set in 1995, Barr’s 17th Anna Pigeon thriller (after 2010’s Burn) takes 
readers where they’ve wanted to go for years—to Anna’s beginnings as a 
park ranger. Having left her life as a stage manager in New York City, 35-
year-old Anna takes on a seasonal job in a canyon wilderness park on the 
shores of Lake Powell in Arizona. Ten days later, co-worker Jenny Gorman 
and others are idly wondering why she walked off the job without saying 
good-bye. The answer is that Anna lies naked, dazed, and injured at the 
bottom of a dry well. All Anna remembers at first is that she went for a 
hike in the desert and now she finds herself without supplies and no clear 
memory of how she found herself in this situation. As she slowly pieces 
together her memory, it soon becomes clear that someone has trapped 
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her there, in an inescapable prison, and no one knows that she is even 
missing. Plunged into a landscape and a plot she is unfit and untrained to 
handle, Anna Pigeon must muster the courage, determination and will to 
live that she didn’t even know she still possessed to survive. “Misdirection 
and a rising body count ratchet up the tension.” Publishers Weekly 
“Barr succeeds in keeping us guessing as to who the real psychopaths are. 
Cliffhangers, literal and literary, abound.” Library Journal 
 

Dave Barry & Alan Zweibel, LUNATICS, (320 pgs) 1/10 
Philip Horkman is a happy man-the owner of a pet store called The Wine 
Shop, and on Sundays a referee for kids' soccer. Jeffrey Peckerman is the 
sole sane person in a world filled with goddamned jerks and morons, and 
he's having a really bad day. The two of them are about to collide in a 
swiftly escalating series of events that will send them running for their 
lives, pursued by the police, soldiers, terrorists, subversives, bears, and a 
man dressed as Chuck E. Cheese. “A novel for those who love one-liners, 
outrageous characters and loopy plots and an antidote, if one is needed, 
to gritty urban realism.” Kirkus 

 
Naomi Benaron, RUNNING THE RIFT, (384 pgs) 1/3 

Running the Rift follows Jean Patrick Nkuba, a gifted Rwandan boy; from 
the day he knows that running will be his life to the moment he must run 
to save his life, a ten-year span in which his country is undone by the 
Hutu-Tutsi tensions. Born a Tutsi, he is thrust into a world where it’s 
impossible to stay apolitical—where the man who used to sell you gifts for 
your family now spews hatred, where the girl who flirted with you in the 
lunchroom refuses to look at you, where your Hutu coach is secretly 
training the very soldiers who will hunt down your family. Yet in an 
environment increasingly restrictive for the Tutsi, he holds fast to his 
dream of becoming Rwanda’s first Olympic medal contender in track, a 
feat he believes might deliver him and his people from this violence. When 
the killing begins, Jean Patrick is forced to flee, leaving behind the 
woman, the family, and the country he loves. Finding them again is the 
race of his life. “Benaron accomplishes the improbable feat of wringing 
genuine loveliness from unspeakable horror . . . It is a testament to 
Benaron's skill that a novel about genocide . . . conveys so profoundly the 
joys of family, friendship, and community.” Publishers Weekly (Starred 
Review) “Highly recommended; readers who loved Khaled Hosseini's The 
Kite Runner will appreciate.” Library Journal (Starred Review) “The 
politics will be familiar to those who have followed Africa’s crises (or seen 
Hotel Rwanda), but where Benaron shines is in her tender descriptions of 
Rwandan’s natural beauty and in her creation of Jean Patrick, a hero 
whose noble innocence and genuine human warmth are impossible not to 
love.” Kirkus (Starred Review) FIRST NOVEL 
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Donato Carrisi, THE WHISPERER, (432 pgs) 1/5 
Six severed arms are discovered, arranged in a mysterious circle and 
buried in a clearing in the woods. Five of them appear to belong to 
missing girls between the ages of eight and eighteen. The sixth is yet to 
be identified. Worse still, the girls' bodies, alive or dead, are nowhere to 
be found. Lead investigators Mila Vasquez, a celebrated profiler, and 
Goran Gavila, an eerily prescient criminologist, dive into the case. They're 
confident they've got the right suspect in their sights until they discover 
no link between him and any of the kidnappings except the first. The 
evidence in the case of the second missing child points in a vastly different 
direction, creating more questions than it answers. Vasquez and Gavila 
begin to wonder if they've been brought in to take the fall in a near-
hopeless case. Is it all coincidence? Or is a copycat criminal at work? 
Obsessed with a case that becomes more tangled and intense as they 
unravel the layers of evil, Gavila and Vasquez find that their lives are 
increasingly in each other's hands. “Intriguing ... an engagingly gruesome 
tale.” Publishers Weekly “A haunting, disconcerting, devastating portrait 
of evil.” Kirkus FIRST NOVEL 
 

Mary Jane Clark, THE LOOK OF LOVE, (320 pgs) 1/17 
Whoever's trying to kill Jillian Abernathy certainly is making a hash of the 
job. New Year's Day should herald a wonderful new year for the director of 
Los Angeles' fabulous Elysium Spa. But how can Jillian savor her upcoming 
nuptials with handsome psychiatrist Benjamin Dixon knowing that her 
housecleaner, Esperanza Flores, has been disfigured by acid meant to be 
thrown in Jillian's own face? Only by engaging actress/baker Piper 
Donovan (To Have and to Kill, 2010, etc.) to construct the perfect 
wedding cake. Abandoning her patient swain, FBI agent Jack Lombardi, to 
fly to L.A. for her all-expenses-paid week at Elysium, Piper is quickly 
drawn to Jillian. "I feel sorry for her. Talk about bad karma," she says 
after a second attack leaves unmourned Esperanza dead. Many people, 
Piper soon realizes, have it in for her client. There's Hudson Sherwood, the 
former Elysium director who's now toiling as a lowly hotel clerk. And 
George Ellis, whose daughter Wendy lost most of her nose to a botched 
surgery by Jillian's father, plastic surgeon Vernon Abernathy. And Kyle 
Quigley, the paramedical esthetician whose "sleep therapy" includes 
services his clients know nothing about. Undercover reporter Anastasia 
Fernands quickly enlists Piper to help get the goods on Kyle. But another 
Elysium guest will die before Piper finally realizes who the killer is--just in 
time to get attacked herself.  

 
Bernard Cornwell, DEATH OF KINGS, (336 pgs) 1/17 

As the ninth century wanes, Alfred the Great lies dying, his dream of a 
unified England in danger and his kingdom on the brink of chaos. While 
his son, Edward, has been named his successor, there are other Saxon 
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claimants to the throne—as well as ambitious pagan Vikings to the north. 
Uhtred, the Saxon-born, Viking-raised warrior is torn between his vows to 
Alfred and his desire to reclaim his long-lost ancestral lands and castle in 
the north. As the king’s warrior, he is duty-bound, but Alfred’s reign is 
nearing its end, and Uhtred has sworn no oath to the crown prince. 
Despite his long years of service, Uhtred is still loath to commit to the old 
king’s Saxon cause of a united and Christian England. Now he must make 
a momentous decision, one that will forever transform his life . . . and the 
course of history: take up arms—and Alfred’s mantle—or lay down his 
sword and allow the dream of a unified kingdom to fall into oblivion. 
“Uhtred in battle brought to bloody life by Cornwell, whose historian’s 
understanding of military strategy blends well with a novelist’s ability to 
envision weapons of the past and the ways in which they’re wielded. 
Uhtred’s cunning, courage, and a few acts of calculated cruelty make for a 
compelling read. Unfortunately for Edward, no skirmish proves decisive 
enough to unify England . . . fortunately for Cornwell fans, that means 
more “tales of warriors and swords and shields and axes” to come.” 
Publishers Weekly  
 

Robert Crais, TAKEN, (320 pgs) 1/24 
When the police tell a wealthy industrialist that her missing son has faked 
his own kidnapping, she hires Elvis Cole and Joe Pike-and Cole soon 
determines that it was no fake. The boy and his secret girlfriend have 
been taken, and are now lost in the gray and changing world of the 
professional border kidnappers who prey not only on innocent victims but 
also on one another-buying, selling, and stealing victims like commodities. 
Fortunately, the kidnappers don't yet know who the boy is, but when Cole 
goes undercover to try to buy the two hostages back, he himself is taken 
and disappears. Now it is up to Pike to retrace Cole's steps, burning 
through the hard and murderous world of human traffickers . . . before it 
is too late. “Thrilling, emotional, passionate, with some of the best 
characters and well-crafted writing in all of crime fiction, Taken is further 
proof that “Crais just keeps getting better.” Publishers Weekly 

 
Tim Dorsey, PINEAPPLE GRENADE, (288 pgs) 1/24 

What Serge Storm wants more than anything is to be a spy and what 
better way to demonstrate his talents than by taking surveillance photos 
of foreign consulates as Miami hosts the Meeting of the Americas 
Conference.  Serge’s best friend, Coleman, is skeptical about Serge’s 
Secret Master Plan.  Homeland Security isn’t amused either when the two 
start taking out would-be political assassins targeting a banana republic 
president. 
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Janet Evanovich, LOVE IN A NUTSHELL, (320 pgs) 1/3 
Kate Appleton needs a job. Her husband has left her, she’s been fired 
from her position as a magazine editor, and the only place she wants to 
go is to her parents’ summer house, The Nutshell, in Keene’s Harbor, 
Michigan. Kate’s plan is to turn The Nutshell into a Bed and Breakfast. 
Problem is, she needs cash, and the only job she can land is less than 
savory. Matt Culhane wants Kate to spy on his brewery employees. 
Someone has been sabotaging his company, and Kate is just new enough 
in town that she can insert herself into Culhane’s business and snoop 
around for him. If Kate finds the culprit, Matt will pay her a $20,000 
bonus. Needless to say, Kate is highly motivated. But several problems 
present themselves. Kate despises beer. No one seems to trust her. And 
she is falling hard for her boss. Can these two smoke out a saboteur, save 
Kate’s family home, and keep a killer from closing in…all while resisting 
their undeniable attraction to one another? 
 

Dalton Fury, BLACK SITE: A Delta Force Novel, (352 pgs) 1/31 
Meet Kolt Raynor. A Delta Force operator and one-time American hero, he 
is still trying to make sense of his life—and duty—after a secret mission 
gone bad. Three years ago, in the mountains of Pakistan, Raynor made a 
split-second decision to disobey orders—one that got some of his 
teammates killed and the rest captured. Now he’s been given a second 
chance to do right by his country, his men, and himself. But Raynor’s shot 
at redemption comes at a price. A shadowy group of former colleagues 
has asked Raynor to return, alone, to Pakistan’s badlands. His assignment 
seems clear: find his missing men and bring them home. What Raynor 
never expected was to uncover a sinister al Qaeda plot to capture a Black 
Site--a secret U.S. prison--and destabilize the region. Meanwhile, a 
ruthless, unknown enemy is on his trail…and he will stop at nothing to 
make sure that Raynor’s mission is not accomplished. (After September 
11, 2001, Delta Force troop commander Dalton Fury was given the secret 
mission to hunt down and kill the most wanted man in the world, the 
details of which were recounted in his New York Times bestseller Kill Bin 
Laden. Now, Fury draws upon his hard-won combat experience to offer a 
brand-new series of thrillers that are as close to reality as readers can 
get.) FIRST NOVEL 
 

Elizabeth George, BELIEVING THE LIE, (624 pgs) 1/10 
Inspector Thomas Lynley is mystified when he's sent undercover to 
investigate the death of Ian Cresswell at the request of the man's uncle, 
the wealthy and influential Bernard Fairclough. The death has been ruled 
an accidental drowning, and nothing on the surface indicates otherwise. 
But when Lynley enlists the help of his friends Simon and Deborah St. 
James, the trio's digging soon reveals that the Fairclough clan is awash in 
secrets, lies, and motives. Deborah's investigation of the prime suspect, 
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Bernard's prodigal son Nicholas, a recovering drug addict, leads her to 
Nicholas's wife, a woman with whom she feels a kinship, a woman as 
fiercely protective as she is beautiful. Lynley and Simon delve for 
information from the rest of the family, including the victim's bitter ex-
wife and the man he left her for, and Bernard himself. As the investigation 
escalates, the Fairclough family's veneer cracks, with deception and self-
delusion threatening to destroy everyone from the Fairclough patriarch to 
Tim, the troubled son Ian left behind. 
 

Alex Gilvarry, FROM THE MEMOIRS OF A NON-ENEMY COMBATANT, 
(320 pgs) 1/5 

Boyet Hernandez is a small man with a big American dream when he 
arrives in New York in 2002, fresh out of design school in Manila. With 
dubious financing and visions of Fashion Week runways, he sets up shop 
in a Brooklyn toothpick factory, pursuing his goals with monkish devotion 
(distractions of a voluptuous undergrad not withstanding). But mere 
weeks after a high-end retail order promises to catapult his (B)oy label to 
the big time, there's a knock on the door in the middle of the night: the 
flamboyant ex-Catholic Boyet is brought to Gitmo, handed a Koran, and 
locked away indefinitely on suspicion of being linked to a terrorist plot. 
Now, from his 6' x 8' cell, Boy prepares for the trial of his life with this 
intimate confession, even as his belief in American justice begins to erode. 
FIRST NOVEL 
 

Howard Gordon, HARD TARGET, (288 pgs) 1/3 
From the executive producer of 24 and co-creator of Homeland, the 
follow-up to Gideon’s War involves a harrowing attempt to stop a 
homegrown terrorist plot to destroy the U.S. government. Gideon Davis 
has settled into the quiet life of an academic and is weeks away from 
being married when he discovers evidence of an impending terrorist 
attack on U.S. soil. He brings his suspicions to his ex-girlfriend, FBI Agent 
Nancy Clement, but her bosses are leery of Gideon’s source: a meth-head 
informant affiliated with a white supremacist group. Both Gideon and 
Nancy become increasingly convinced that a serious plot exists, but their 
informant is murdered before they can get more details from him. So 
Gideon enlists his brother, Tillman—newly sprung from prison through a 
presidential pardon— as an undercover operative to infiltrate a group of 
white supremacists who may be involved. Eventually, Gideon and Tillman 
get on the trail of the real conspirators and uncover their audacious plan 
to eliminate the entire top tier of the U.S. government during a high-
value, mass-casualty attack. With only Nancy’s support, Gideon and 
Tillman go rogue to stop the powerful titan behind the conspiracy before 
the entire government is toppled.  
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James Grippando, NEED YOU NOW, (368 pgs) 1/3 
Abe Cushman, the evil genius behind a $60 billion Ponzi scheme, has 
killed himself and taken his secrets to the grave. For Patrick Lloyd, a 
young Wall Street advisor at the world’s largest Swiss bank, Cushman’s 
fall has unexpected—and deadly—repercussions. Lloyd’s girlfriend, Lilly, is 
directly tied to billions of dollars in losses suffered by Cushman’s most 
dangerous victims, a group of powerful investors whose identities and 
dirty finances are well hidden. What Lilly knows can get her and Patrick 
killed, and now the pair are in a run for their lives that leads to the heart 
of a clandestine operation, and to a cabal of powerful officials determined 
to keep their agenda hidden from the public. With nowhere to turn and no 
one to trust, Patrick and Lilly must uncover the truth before they become 
collateral damage in a “financial war” in which casualties are no longer 
measured in dollars and cents.  “Grippando slowly reveals the twists and 
turns of his intricate plot while fueling the proceedings with a steady 
supply of action. A solid ending will leave readers wondering if the author 
has come up with a solution to the real-life Madoff mysteries that still 
remain.” Publishers Weekly “Grippando has definitely reached a new 
level with this series entry. . . . one of his best.” Library Journal  

 
Kristin Hannah, HOME FRONT, (400 pgs) 1/31 

Like many couples, Michael and Jolene Zarkades have to face the 
pressures of everyday life---children, careers, bills, chores---even as their 
twelve-year marriage is falling apart. Then an unexpected deployment 
sends Jolene deep into harm’s way and leaves defense attorney Michael at 
home, unaccustomed to being a single parent to their two girls. As a 
mother, it agonizes Jolene to leave her family, but as a solider she has 
always understood the true meaning of duty. In her letters home, she 
paints a rose-colored version of her life on the front lines, shielding her 
family from the truth. But war will change Jolene in ways that none of 
them could have foreseen. When tragedy strikes, Michael must face his 
darkest fear and fight a battle of his own---for everything that matters to 
his family. 

 
Robert Harris, FEAR INDEX, (304 pgs) 1/31 

At the nexus of high finance and sophisticated computer programming, a 
terrifying future may be unfolding even now. Dr. Alex Hoffmann’s name is 
carefully guarded from the general public, but within the secretive inner 
circles of the ultra rich he is a legend. He has developed a revolutionary 
form of artificial intelligence that predicts movements in the financial 
markets with uncanny accuracy. His hedge fund, based in Geneva, makes 
billions. But one morning before dawn, a sinister intruder breaches the 
elaborate security of his lakeside mansion, and so begins a waking 
nightmare of paranoia and violence as Hoffmann attempts, with increasing 
desperation, to discover who is trying to destroy him. “An escapist thriller 
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to rank with the best of them, and as a guide to what hedge funds 
actually do, it is surprisingly clear and instructive.” The Economist  
“Unputdownable . . . Harris has achieved the impossible, or at least the 
improbable: an explanation of the extravagantly esoteric nature of hedge 
funds, which normal people can understand . . . I gorged myself, 
devouring his dystopian vision of free markets enslaved by a sinister 
artificial intelligence in one breakneck sitting.” London Daily Telegraph 

 
Jack Higgins, A DEVIL IS WAITING, (336 pgs) 1/3 

The President is coming to London, but not to an entirely warm welcome. 
A fanatical mullah is offering a blessing to anyone who will assassinate the 
President, and though most London Muslims think the mullah has crossed 
the line, a few think otherwise. Urgently, Sean Dillon, General Charles 
Ferguson, and the rest of the small band known as the "Prime Minister's 
private army" are called in, augmented by an extraordinary new recruit, 
an intelligence captain and Afghan war hero named Sara Gideon. She has 
her own deep contacts, but the more she investigates, the more she 
discovers herself in a very dark place indeed. 
For the assassination plan is only the beginning.  
 

Chris Morgan Jones, SILENT OLIGARCH, (336 pgs) 1/19 
Deep in the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources sits a nondescript 
bureaucrat named Konstantin Malin. He draws a nominal government 
salary but from his shabby office controls half the nation's oil industry, 
making him one of the wealthiest and feared men in Russia. His public 
face is Richard Lock, a hapless money launderer bound to Malin by 
marriage, complacency, and greed. Lock takes the proceeds of his 
master's corruption, washes them abroad, and invests them back in 
Russia in a secret business empire. He knows little about Malin's true 
affairs, but still he knows too much. Benjamin Webster is an investigator 
at a London corporate intelligence firm. Years before, as an idealistic 
young journalist in Russia, Webster saw a colleague murdered for asking 
too many hard questions of powerful people; her true killers have never 
been found. Hired to ruin Malin, Webster comes to realize that this 
shadowy figure might have ordered her gruesome death, and that this 
case may deliver the justice he has been seeking for a decade. As Webster 
peels back the layers of Malin's shell companies and criminal networks, 
Lock's colleagues begin dying mysteriously, police around the world start 
to investigate, and Malin begins to question his trust in his increasingly 
exposed frontman. Suddenly Lock is running for his life- though from 
Malin or Webster, the law or his own past, he couldn't say. “With a 
mysterious, complex plot and terrific local color, this novel resonates to 
the pounding heartbeats of the boldly drawn main characters. Fans of 
thrillers, especially those set in present-day Russia; will welcome the 
supernova that has burst onto the spy and suspense scene” Library 
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Journal “Jones’s narrative moves forward with an aura of malevolence to 
a conclusion too close to reality to be anything but believable. Minimal 
gun-flourishing, minimal violence, maximum moral quandary.” Kirkus 
 

Fay Kellerman, GUN GAMES, (384 pgs) 1/3 
LAPD lieutenant detective Decker and his wife, Rina, have willingly 
welcomed fifteen-year-old Gabriel Whitman, the son of a troubled former 
friend, into their home. While the enigmatic teen seems to be adapting 
easily, Decker knows only too well the secrets adolescents keep—
witnessed by the tragic suicide of another teen, Gregory Hesse, a student 
at one of the city’s most exclusive prep schools. Gregory’s mother refuses 
to believe her son shot himself and convinces Decker to look deeper. What 
he finds disturbs him. The gun used in the tragedy was stolen—evidence 
that propels him to launch a full investigation with his trusted team. But 
the case becomes darkly complicated by the suicide of another student—a 
death that leads them to uncover an especially nasty group of rich and 
privileged students with a predilection for guns and violence. Decker 
thought he understood kids, yet the closer he and his team get to the 
truth, the clearer it becomes that he knows very little about them, 
including his own charge, Gabe. Before it’s over, the case and all its 
terrifying ramifications will take Decker and his detectives down a dark 
alley of twisted allegiances and unholy alliances. 

 
Jayne Ann Krentz, COPPER BEACH: A Dark Legacy Novel, (352 pgs) 1/10 

Within the pages of very rare books some centuries old lay the secrets of 
the paranormal. Abby Radwell's unusual psychic talent has made her an 
expert in such volumes-and sometimes taken her into dangerous territory. 
After a deadly incident in the private library of an obsessive collector, 
Abby receives a blackmail threat, and rumors swirl that an old alchemical 
text known as The Key has reappeared on the black market. Convinced 
that she needs an investigator who can also play bodyguard, she hires 
Sam Coppersmith, a specialist in paranormal crystals and amber-hot 
rocks." Passion flares immediately between them, but neither entirely 
trusts the other. When it comes to dealing with a killer who has 
paranormal abilities, and a blackmailer who will stop at nothing to obtain 
an ancient alchemical code, no one is safe. 
 

Elmore Leonard RAYLAN, (272 pgs) 1/17 
With the closing of the Harlan County, Kentucky, coal mines, marijuana 
has become the biggest cash crop in the state. A hundred pounds of it can 
gross $300,000, but that’s chump change compared to the quarter million 
a human body can get you—especially when it’s sold off piece by piece. So 
when Dickie and Coover Crowe, dope-dealing brothers known for sampling 
their own supply, decide to branch out into the body business, it’s up to 
U.S. Marshal Raylan Givens to stop them. But Raylan isn’t your average 
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marshal; he’s the laconic, Stetson-wearing, fast-drawing lawman who 
juggles dozens of cases at a time and always shoots to kill. But by the 
time Raylan finds out who’s making the cuts, he’s lying naked in a 
bathtub, with Layla, the cool transplant nurse, about to go for his kidneys. 
The bad guys are mostly gals this time around: Layla, the nurse who 
collects kidneys and sells them for ten grand a piece; Carol Conlan, a 
hard-charging coal-mine executive not above ordering a cohort to shoot 
point-blank a man who’s standing in her way; and Jackie Nevada, a 
beautiful sometime college student who can outplay anyone at the poker 
table and who suddenly finds herself being tracked by a handsome U.S. 
marshal.  
 

Penelope Lively, HOW IT ALL BEGAN, (240 pgs) 1/5 
When Charlotte Rainsford, a retired schoolteacher, is accosted by a petty 
thief on a London street, the consequences ripple across the lives of 
acquaintances and strangers alike. A marriage unravels after an illicit love 
affair is revealed through an errant cell phone message; a posh yet 
financially strapped interior designer meets a business partner who might 
prove too good to be true; an old-guard historian tries to recapture his 
youthful vigor with an ill-conceived idea for a TV miniseries; and a middle-
aged central European immigrant learns to speak English and reinvents 
his life with the assistance of some new friends. Through a richly 
conceived and colorful cast of characters, Penelope Lively explores the 
powerful role of chance in people's lives and deftly illustrates how our 
paths can be altered irrevocably by someone we will never even meet. 
 

John Lescroart, THE HUNTER, (400 pgs) 1/3 
Raised by loving adoptive parents, San Francisco private investigator 
Wyatt Hunt never had an interest in finding his birth family-until he gets a 
chilling text message from an unknown number: "How did ur mother die?" 
The answer is murder, and urged on by curiosity and the mysterious 
texter, Hunt takes on a case he never knew existed, one that has lain 
unsolved for decades. His family's dark past unfurls in dead ends. Child 
Protective Services, who suspected but could never prove that Hunt was 
being neglected, is uninformed; his birth father twice tried but never 
convicted of the murder, is in hiding; Evie, his mother's drug-addicted 
religious fanatic of a friend, is untraceable. And who is the texter, and how 
are they connected to Hunt? Yet in the present, time is running out. The 
texter, who insists the killer is out there, refuses to be identified. The cat-
and-mouse game leads Hunt across the country. As the chase escalates, 
so does the threat, for the killer has a secret that can only be trusted to 
the grave. 
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Daniel O’Malley, THE ROOK, (496 pgs) 1/11 
"The body you are wearing used to be mine." So begins the letter 
Myfanwy Thomas is holding when she awakes in a London park 
surrounded by bodies all wearing latex gloves. With no recollection of who 
she is, Myfanwy must follow the instructions her former self left behind to 
discover her identity and track down the agents who want to destroy her. 
She soon learns that she is a Rook, a high-ranking member of a secret 
organization called the Chequy that battles the many supernatural forces 
at work in Britain. She also discovers that she possesses a rare, 
potentially deadly supernatural ability of her own. In her quest to uncover 
which member of the Chequy betrayed her and why, Myfanwy encounters 
a person with four bodies, an aristocratic woman who can enter her 
dreams, a secret training facility where children are transformed into 
deadly fighters, and a conspiracy more vast than she ever could have 
imagined. “"Impressive debut, a supernatural detective thriller 
distinguished by its adept use of humor....Dry wit, surprising reversals of 
fortune, and a clever if offbeat plot make this a winner. Dr. Who fans will 
find a lot to like.” Publishers Weekly “First-time novelist O'Malley has 
fashioned a near-perfect supernatural thriller. The heroine is appealing, 
the villains all monsters or freaks, and something unexpected happens on 
almost every page. Don't start this book unless you've got lots of time, 
because you won't want to put it down. It's that good.” Library Journal 
FIRST NOVEL 
 

Sara Paretsky, BREAKDOWN, (448 pgs) 1/3 
Carmilla, Queen of the Night, is a shape-shifting raven whose fictional 
exploits thrill girls all over the world. When tweens in Chicago's Carmilla 
Club hold an initiation ritual in an abandoned cemetery, they stumble on 
an actual corpse, a man stabbed through the heart in a vampire-style 
slaying. The girls include daughters of some of Chicago's most powerful 
families: The grandfather of one, Chaim Salanter, is one of the world's 
wealthiest men; the mother of another, Sophy Durango, is the Illinois 
Democratic candidate for Senate. For V. I. Warshawski, the questions 
multiply faster than the answers. Is the killing linked to a hostile media 
campaign against Sophy Durango? Or to Chaim Salanter's childhood in 
Nazi-occupied Lithuania? As V.I. struggles for answers, she finds herself 
fighting enemies who are all too human.  
 

T. Jefferson Parker, THE JAGUAR, (368 pgs) 1/10 
Erin McKenna, a beautiful songwriter married to a crooked Los Angeles 
County sheriff’s deputy, is kidnapped by Benjamin Armenta, the ruthless 
leader of the powerful Gulf Cartel. But his demands turn out to be as 
unusual as the crumbling castle in which Erin is kept. She is ordered to 
compose a unique narcocoriddo, a modern-day folk ballad of the kind that 
have recorded the exploits of the drug dealers, gunrunners, and outlaws 
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who have highlighted Mexican history for generations. Under threat of 
death, Armenta orders Erin to tell his life story-in music-and write "the 
greatest narcocorrido of all time." Allowed to wander the dark hallways of 
the castle retreat with only a guitar and a mysterious old priest to keep 
her company, Erin must produce the most beautiful song that these men 
have ever heard. As the mesmerizing music and lyrics of Erin's song 
cascade from the jungle hideout, they serve as a siren song to the two 
men who love Erin: her outlaw husband, Bradley Smith, and the lawman 
Charlie Hood- two men who together have the power to rescue her. Here, 
amid the ancient beauty and haunted landscape of the Yucatecan 
lowlands, the long-simmering rivalry between these men will be brought 
closer to its explosive finale. 

 
James Patterson & Maxine Paetro, PRIVATE #1 SUSPECT, (432pgs) 1/2 

Since former Marine helicopter pilot Jack Morgan started Private, it has 
become one of the world's most powerful investigation firms, sought out 
by the rich and famous to discretely handle their most sensitive problems. 
Private's investigators are the smartest, the fastest, and the most 
technologically advanced in the world—and they always uncover the truth. 
When a former lover is found murdered in Jack's bed, he is instantly the 
number one suspect. While the police are investigating Jack, the mob 
strong-arms him into recovering $30 million in stolen pharmaceuticals, 
and the beautiful manager of a luxury hotel chain persuades him to 
quietly investigate a spree of murders occurring on their properties. 
Fighting for his life on both sides of the law, Jack realizes that he may not 
be able to save himself this time. 

 
Douglas Preston & Lincoln Child, GIDEON’S CORPSE, (368 pgs) 1/10 

A top nuclear scientist goes mad and takes an innocent family hostage at 
gunpoint, killing one and causing a massive standoff. A plume of radiation 
above New York City leads to a warehouse where, it seems, a powerful 
nuclear bomb was assembled just hours before. Sifting through the 
evidence, authorities determine that the unthinkable is about to happen: 
in ten days, a major American city will be vaporized by a terrorist attack. 
Ten days. And Gideon Crew, tracking the mysterious terrorist cell from the 
suburbs of New York to the mountains of New Mexico, learns the end may 
be something worse—far worse—than mere Armageddon. 

 
Anders Roslund & Borge Hellstrom, CELL 8, (376 pgs) 1/3 

Detective Superintendent Ewert Grens of Three Seconds returns in a 
mystery that centers on perhaps the most controversial subject in the 
modern criminal justice system: the death penalty. In Ohio, seventeen-
year-old John Meyer Frey rots on Death Row for the brutal murder of his 
girlfriend. The victim's father hungers for revenge, while a prison guard is 
torn by compassion for the young man. When Frey unexpectedly dies of 
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heart disease before he either receives his just punishment or achieves 
redemption, the wheels of justice grind to a halt. Six years later, on a 
ferry between Finland and Sweden, a singer named John Schwarz 
viciously attacks a drunken lout harassing a woman, leaving the man in a 
coma. The Stockholm police arrest Schwarz for aggravated assault, but 
when Grens learns that the assailant has been living in Sweden under a 
false identity, he begins to suspect that something darker and more 
complex underlies the incident. Following his intuition, Grens launches an 
investigation that spans from Sweden to the United States and reveals a 
startling connection between the Frey and Schwarz cases. “Award-winning 
journalist Roslund and ex-con Hellstrom eloquently explore the themes of 
guilt and innocence, retribution and release. This relentlessly suspenseful 
thriller further confirms Scandinavia as home to an impressive lot of killer 
crime novelists.” Booklist (Starred Review) 
 

Susan Sherman, THE LITTLE RUSSIAN, (384 pgs) 1/10 
Berta Lorkis is sent from the Ukraine, or “Little Russia,” to become a 
temporary playmate for a distant relation in Moscow, leaving behind her 
working-class Jewish family and becoming entranced with Moscow’s 
sophistication and wealth. When her relation is married off, however, 
Berta is sent back to Mosny, where she longs for the luxurious life she’d 
grown accustomed to in the big city. After a year of misery, she marries 
the wealthy Haykel “Hershel” Gregorvich Alshonsky, and moves with him 
to a more affluent area where they start a family. Hershel, though a 
merchant, smuggles guns and helps his fellow Jews fight the Russian 
peasants. On the eve of WWI, a smuggling mission goes awry and Hershel 
must flee to America, but Berta refuses to go, preferring her life of leisure 
and finery over the potential hardships of a new country. But the war 
consumes her wealth and forces her evolution from vapid snob to 
endearing survivalist. “Sherman’s extraordinary debut novel plunges her 
readers into the bitter cold, deprivation, and upheaval of early 20th-
century wartime Russia. Berta is a fascinating mix of petty vanity, devoted 
parenting, and breathtaking courage, fleshed out with cinematic detail 
that’s both irresistible and spectacularly illuminating.” Library Journal 
(Starred Review) “"An impressive debut . . . Sherman’s sweeping saga 
works on multiple levels, from its grim depiction of war’s depredations to 
its harsh portrayals of anti-Semitism to its fiery love story. A mesmerizing 
read.” Booklist (Starred Review) FIRST NOVEL 
 

David Snodin, IAGO, (464 pgs) 1/3 
Wounded in love, tormented by his past, Shakespeare's most complex 
villain is brought magnificently to life in this tale of two adversaries—one 
an accused killer; the other, one of the most powerful men in Venice. 
Having escaped from Cyprus, accused of the murders of the governor, 
known as the Moor, and his lovely young wife, Iago is now locked in battle 
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with Annibale Malipiero, known as Il Terribile, the chief inquisitor of Italy's 
greatest city. Malipiero is repelled by the more brutal tasks of the 
interrogante. His obsession is with the very nature of evil. What makes a 
man into a murderer, he longs to know? Is Iago a lone psychopath, or 
does he lie at the heart of a more widespread Ottoman conspiracy? 
Malipiero knows that torture will not provide him with the answers he 
seeks. But there is, perhaps, a more audacious and unusual route to the 
truth. “Snodin gives readers a close-up of an unforgettable villain: his 
charm, his strength, his capacity for brutality and manipulation . . . . while 
simultaneously taking readers on a dark, fast-paced adventure with 
satisfying moments of humor and romance.” Publishers Weekly 
“Readers won’t need a thorough knowledge of Shakespeare’s Othello to 
enjoy this vivid . . . novel, which is filled with all the drama, intrigue, and 
violence of Renaissance Italy—and even a little romance on the side.” 
Library Journal FIRST NOVEL 
 

Penny Vincenzi, ANOTHER WOMAN, (512 pgs) 1/19 
The night before her lavish wedding, Cressida Forrest went to bed serene 
and happy. By morning she had vanished--without apparent cause, and 
without a trace. Shocked, anxious, and uncomprehending, the two 
families face a long day of revelations, as a complex, fragile web of 
sexual, marital, and financial secrets is ripped apart by Cressida's 
disappearance.  

 


